pro
spectus

Programmes at Coachford College
Leaving Cert (Established)

Junior Cycle
Students will cover the 24 Statements of Learning as well as
developing key skills which will enable them to participate
in 21st century learning through the various core and
optional subjects studied including the compulsory
modules on Well Being. Full details of the Statements of
Learning can be found on www.ncca.ie/juniorcycle
Core: Mathematics, Gaeilge, English, History, Geography,
Science, Religious Education (RE)
Well Being:
Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE),
Physical Education (PE), Digital Literacy,
Civil, Social and Political Education (CSPE)
Optional Subjects:

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Business Studies
Engineering
French
Graphics
Home Economics
Music
Spanish
Visual Art
Wood Technology

Transition Year
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Mission
Statement

Core: English, Mathematics, Gaeilge
Modules: PE, RE, RSE Career Guidance
Optional Subjects:
» Accounting
» Agricultural Science
» Applied Mathematics
» Art, Craft & Design
» Biology
» Business
» Chemistry
» Construction Studies
» Design and Communication Graphics
» Engineering
» French
» Geography
» History
» Home Economics
» Music
» Physics
* Spanish available at
Senior Cycle from Sept 2023
» Spanish*

Leaving Cert Vocational Programme (LCVP)
LCVP is similar to the established Leaving Certificate with the
added opportunity to enhance business skills by taking a course
in Enterprise Education and Preparation for Work alongside their
regular studies in the established Leaving Certificate.

We are a Community. Together we share mutual respect in a positive environment.
We develop individual potential in all fields.

Why choose
Coachford College?
You want the best education and opportunities for your
child. In Coachford College, we work in partnership with you
to achieve your child’s fullest potential in a supportive and
positive environment. All members of our school community
are expected to treat one another with respect, good manners
and courtesy. We expect and promote the highest standards of
effort, collaboration and integrity, and encourage our students
to live out the values of respect, honesty, truth and compassion,
while developing responsibility and promoting commitment.

»

Highest standards of excellence are achieved in both
academic and extra-curricular fields.

»

Students achieve outstanding examination results
which are well above national averages.

»
»
»
»
»

The school is fully committed to the care and
support of each student in reaching his/her potential
academically, personally, socially and morally.
Working together, girls and boys develop confidence
so that they feel comfortable sharing their ideas and
opinions in any situation, allowing them to excel at
third level education and beyond.
Each class has its own Class Tutor whose responsibilities
include monitoring the progress and welfare of each
student.
Our idyllic rural location, free of distraction allows
students to develop socially, emotionally and
personally in a relaxed and supportive environment.
The extensive co-curricular and extra-curricular
programmes, and the availability of healthy hot food at
the Balcony Bistro, testify to the school’s commitment
to physical activity and health education.

»

Our Buddy System helps First Year students to adjust
to post-primary school.

»

We offer an optional Evening Study Programme to
promote academic achievement.

»

We celebrate the achievements of all students and
promote positive engagement inside and outside the
classroom.
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The Student Experience at Coachford College
Student Support

Coachford College is committed to creating a caring
community of learners in a safe and respectful environment.
The College seeks to be a centre of learning excellence
which promotes physical and mental health, and a safe
and happy environment in which students achieve their
full potential. Amongst the supports which are in place for
students are the Class Tutor, Year Head, Guidance Counsellor
and Chaplain. This support team works closely with the
class teachers and parents/guardians in ensuring that each
student is supported and challenged to reach his/her full
potential as confident, happy and connected young adults.
Coachford College offers students the opportunity to join
a Homework Club which operates after school each day.
Students are supervised in a safe and ordered environment
allowing them to complete assignments, research projects
and study class work which supports their studies in
Coachford College.

Co-Curricular Activities

Participation in co-curricular activities is highly valued at
Coachford College. By optimising learning opportunities for
students outside the classroom, Coachford College seeks to
enhance its students’ wellbeing, encourage learning, and
support students in being
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EXTRA
CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

•
•
•

SPORTS

LEADERS
IN
TECHNOLOGY

creative and imaginative;
connected and empathic;
good team players;

STUDENT
COUNCIL

• resilient and persistent,
• self-confident.

Through their participation in co-curricular activities
students are encouraged to explore and develop their
unique talents in a variety of fields. The College’s co-curricular
programme is tailored to support students’ needs as well as
the requirements of it’s curricular programmes.
A sample of the activities provided include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Drama			
Visits to third level colleges
Guest speakers		
Work experience		
Drive for Life			
Spelling Bee			
Literacy Week			
Science Week			
Seachtain na Gaeilge		

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Debating
Field Trips
Community visits
First Aid
Self Defence
Peer Mentoring
Numeracy Week
Love Week
Quizzes

Extra-Curricular Activities
Are you keen to develop an exciting new app, or develop your sporting skills?
Are you an enthusiastic musician or curious about developing an exciting
scientific project? Whatever your interest, Coachford College provides an
extensive programme of extra-curricular activities aimed at capturing the
interests of students, wherever their passion lies. Examples of the many
activities facilitated are:

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Outdoor Activities Centre visits for First, Second and
Transition Year students
Domestic and international school tours
Choir
School Band
BT Young Scientist Competition
Scifest
Coding Club
Book Club
Games Club
Camera Club, and much more.

The College strongly promotes participation in sport, not only for the
enjoyment it provides, but for the physical and mental health and wellbeing it
promotes. Sport embeds many qualities which the College aims to promote.
Learning to lose as well as win, to lead and to be led, to be a good team
player, to push oneself outside of one’s comfort zone are all central elements
of learning.
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Students are encouraged to participate in various sports in
addition to the compulsory Physical Education programme.
While the College has a long history of success in sport, the

school’s emphasis on inclusion informs its participation at
many levels of sporting competitions. Students, regardless
of competency, are encouraged to train and participate.

Amongst the many sports facilitated at the College are:
»
»
»

Boys’ Football
Ladies’ Football
Hurling

»
»
»

Camogie
Athletics
Rowing

»
»
»

Basketball
Equestrian Sports
Volleyball

We offer the

motivation, inspiration & expertise
so each student can achieve their potential
Student Voice

Community Engagement

Students are encouraged to participate meaningfully
and collaboratively in their learning at Coachford
College. Through the student voice, the College seeks
to encourage students’ engagement with learning and
enhance student-teacher relationships.

Involvement with local groups, organisations and
employers is an integral part of life at Coachford College.
The College provides an extensive programme of
community engagement initiatives which support
student learning and nurture in students the importance
of relationship-building, supporting others, which
in turn engenders community spirit and a sense of
accomplishment.

Outside the classroom, students are encouraged to voice
their concerns and opinions and to play an active role
in the development of their school through the Student
Council. The Council is a representative body with
members elected from each year group. A member of staff
liaises with the Student Council and through the Student
Council, links are strengthened between the students and
the school leadership team.
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Coachford College has developed strong links with
local charities. Students are encouraged to volunteer
and to lead fundraising events and activities. Amongst
the highlights of the school calendar are events such
as the annual Great Coachford Dance-Off which makes
a significant contribution to a charity chosen by the
students each year.

Transition Year
Transition Year is a one-year optional
programme in Coachford College. The
vast majority of students however
opt to participate in the programme.
Coachford College offers students an
opportunity to engage effectively with
the key principles of the programme.
Transition Year students sample most subjects offered by the
College at Senior Cycle. Furthermore, Mathematics students
have the opportunity to engage with the Project Maths course,
ensuring they enter Senior Cycle with confidence in the subject.
Optional overnight excursions are facilitated to promote
personal and social development and build relationships.
These include:

International School Tour: This typically takes place in

March. Students visit an international destination to immerse
themselves in a culturally rich educational experience.
Accommodation is provided in city centre hotels and local
culture and history is experienced through participation in a
wide variety of activities.

Gaeltacht Trip: Students spend three days in a Gaeltacht
area experiencing full immersion in the Irish language through
their participation in a broad range of cultural activities.

Activity Centres: Students spend a number of nights at an

activity-based outdoor education centre which is aimed at the
promotion of team-building, resilience and good fun.

Parents’ Council
Optimal educational outcomes are achieved with the support of parents/guardians. Each parent/
guardian in Coachford College has the opportunity to participate in the Parents’ Council. The
Council meets regularly, provides a forum for feedback and new ideas, and arranges for guest
speakers to present on matters of concern to parents/guardians.

The objectives of the Council are:
(a)
(b)
(c)

The advancement of the moral, mental, social and cultural wellbeing of the students of Coachford College;
The fostering of good relations between parents/guardians, staff, students and the school leadership team;
The facilitation of the school’s support of parents/guardians, and parents’/guardians’ support of the school
in reaching optimal outcomes for all students.
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the

arts at

Coachford College
Arts

The arts provide vital outlets through which creativity, talent and individuality
are exhibited. Performance and visual arts are key components of student
life at Coachford College. The College has a long tradition of student and
staff participation in the arts throughout the curriculum, thus facilitating
and nurturing students’ lifelong appreciation of the arts.

Curricular Arts

The arts feature in many areas of study in Coachford College, but in particular
within the Music and Art departments. Students can sample Music or Art
in First Year and opt to study either subject for the Junior and Leaving
Certificate examinations. All Transition Year students study both Art and
Music appreciation as part of their modularised course, along with Culinary
Creativity and Art as part of the Home Economics module.

Student Activities

You don’t need to study performing or visual arts in the classroom to
express your creativity. There are many artistic initiatives, clubs and activities
in which students can participate. The College’s Halloween Dress-Up Day
facilitates impressive creations of face-painting and fancy dress while the
School Choir and Trad Band practise throughout the year and perform at
key school events. Budding photographers can join the Camera Club which
meets on a weekly basis to creatively explore using professional camera
equipment, and the club proudly exhibits its work in the school.
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The Great Coachford Dance-Off
Creativity and innovation are strongly encouraged
at Coachford College, and nowhere is this more
evident than in the annual Great Coachford Dance-Off.
Students and staff create, choreograph and perform
dance routines to a packed audience. Transition Year
students are responsible for the core organisation of
the event whilst students from all year groups perform
their routines in the hope of being crowned Dance-Off
Champions. The event has raised approximately €40,000
for charity since its inception in 2016.
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Balcony Bistro
The Balcony Bistro provides a
wide selection of hot and cold
nutritious and healthy food
options. Open for breakfast, break
and lunch, the bistro delivers a
great value varied menu to the
school community with no junk
food in sight. Specific student
dietary requirements are easily
catered for in consultation with
the bistro. Each student receives
a fob which facilitates parents /
guardians in monitoring their
child’s purchases and reduces the
amount of cash being brought to
school. Students have the option
of bringing their own lunch to
school if they wish.

Building for ...

the future

Coachford College has received approval for a major capital
investment which will facilitate our increasing enrolment and
ensure commitment to quality education in the catchment
area. It is anticipated that the capacity of the new school
building will be 1,000 students. Development of our open
spaces and further promotion of our enviable rural location
will offer students a quiet tranquil setting to achieve their
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potential. It is not anticipated that construction work will
affect the operation of the school during the construction
phase. The project ensures a very bright future for the school
and our students.
Coachford College is owned and operated by Cork Education
and Training Board (Cork ETB) and is under the joint
trusteeship of Cork ETB and the Bishop of Cloyne.

Stats

»
»
»

We don’t need to tell you
about the fabulous results that
Coachford College achieves in
the state examinations each year
because the

statistics say it all:

Number of Students with 600 - 625 points:
2.6% in Coachford College, 1.3% nationally.
Number of students with 500 - 625 points:
28.6% in Coachford College, 13.2% nationally.
Number of students with 400 - 625 points:
58.5% in Coachford College, 37.2% nationally.

LEAVING
CERT:

Since 2000, Coachford College has received the highest
mark in Ireland in a Leaving Certificate subject 8 times:
Gaeilge, Mathematics, Physics (3 times), Applied Mathematics,
Construction Studies, Engineering.

Digital Learning
The effective use of digital technology is prioritised at Coachford
College to enhance teaching, learning, assessment and reporting, so
that our students become engaged thinkers, active learners, knowledge
constructors and global citizens equipped to participate fully in society.
The College’s Digital Learning Programme places great emphasis on
the responsible use of digital devices, and embeds an understanding
amongst students of the possible risks and limitations of technology,
and the importance of its respectful and ethical use. Students are
encouraged to exploit digital technologies to support their individual
learning styles and preferences.
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